State of South Dakota

SEVENTY-SECOND SESSION
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 1997
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282A0344
HouseE BILL No. 1132

Introduced by: Representatives Koskan, Cerny, and Duxbury and Senators Whiting, Benson,
and Morford-Burg

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish a coupon bounty program for coyotes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That chapter 40-36 be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read as
follows:

The Department of Game, Fish and Parks shall annually issue up to ten thousand coyote
bounty coupons to resdent South Dakota landowners. The coupons shall be issued by
conservation officers at the request of the landowners. The number of coupons issued to an
individual landowner shall be based on the landowner's estimate of the number of coyoteson the
landowner's property. The conservation officer may issue fewer coupons to a landowner than
requested if the conservation officer believes the landowner's estimate of coyote numbersto be
too high. Coupons may be issued to a nonlandowner for a specified parcel of land with written
permission fromthelandowner. A landowner may transfer couponsto another person by signing
the coupon and specifying on the coupon the name of the transferee. The coupons shall expire
within ninety days of issue, but new coupons may be issued to the same person if, in the

judgment of the conservation officer, the stuation warrants. The coupons shall show the
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-2- HB 1132

landowner's name and location of the property and expiration date and shall be designed to

include information for use in transferring and redeeming the coupon. No bounty may be

collected under § 40-36-15 unless a coupon is redeemed in accordance with the provisions of

this Act. The department shall manage the coyote coupon bounty program so that the number

of coyote bountiesto be paid during a calendar year is as close to ten thousand as possible.
Section 2. That § 40-36-15 be amended to read as follows:

40-36-15. FhefoHowingbeounttesthay A bounty of twenty dollarsfor each adult coyote or

coyote pup killed within the boundaries of this state shall be paid from the state animal damage

control fund to any resident of this state who possesses a resdent general hunting license-and

acoyote bounty coupon, and presentsan identifiablecoyote skin segment asprovidedinthisAct.

Section 3. That § 40-36-16 be amended to read asfollows:
40-36-16. A landowner or occupant teesricthaveto need not possess a resident general

hunting licensein order to receive the beunties bounty specified in § 40-36-15 for the killing of
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-3- HB 1132
the-predatory—antmals—spectfred-thereth coyotes within the confines of satd the owner's or
occupant's property.

Section 4. That § 40-36-17 be amended to read as follows:
40-36-17. Any resident of thisstatein order to claim abounty provided by § 40-36-15, shall

within ten days after killing any-sueh-antma-mentioned-8-46-36-15 the animal, present and

deliver the eemptete skin segment of saeh the animal required pursuant to section 6 of thisAct,

together with the coupon required in 8 40-36-15, to the auditor of the county ef-thisstate in

which the animal was killed. Saeh The auditor shall examine sueh-skirrand-atpartsthereof the
skin segment to determine whether sueh-s¢in it has been previoudy bountied t-this-or-some
other-state and to determine whether therets any fraud or irregularity esnnected-with-the-same
exits.

Section 5. That § 40-36-18 be amended to read as follows:

40-36-18. If the auditor has any doubt or question as to any skin segment or coupon

delivered pursuant to 8 40-36-17 ke the auditor shall refer-sueh-skirrto contact the conservation

officer for investigation. After the-eonservation-officer'stavestgation,he investigating, the

conservation officer shall return the skin segment and coupon to the auditor with the

recommendation that steh-skia the skin segment and coupon be accepted or reected.

Section 6. That 8 40-36-19 be amended to read as follows:

40-36-19. The Game, Fish and Parks Commiss on shall;-by+egutation,provide the-method

of-marking-the-skirraccepted-for promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 1-26 to specify the part

of the coyote skin or tissue that must be presented in applying for a coyote bounty payment for

the purpose of identification. The rules shall also specify forms and proceduresfor the issuance

and redemption of coyote bounty coupons, the payment of bounty claims and the management

of the number of coupons issued and the number of coyotes bountied.

Section 7. That 8 40-36-20 be amended to read as follows:
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40-36-20. If, pursuant to 8 40-36-18, the county auditor determinesthat abounty should not

be paid on any skin segment, ke the auditor shall issue and-detverto-sdeh the clamant a

certificate to that effect;-aneHrrsacheventtheetatmantmust. The claimant may within ten days

commence an action inacourt of competent jurisdiction or beforever barred from asserting any

right to a bounty on sdeh the skin segment. Any such skin segment and accompanying coupon

dhall be retained for s

determined by the court for use asevidence. The costs of sieh the action, including the expense

of retaining sueh the skin segment, shall be assessed against the claimant or the state asthe court
may direct. If an appeal isnot taken, sieh the auditor shall return saeh the skin segment, after
it isappropriately identified, to sueh the claimant following the elapse of the time for appeal .
Section 8. That § 40-36-21 be amended to read as follows:
40-36-21. If the county auditor is satisfied that a bounty claim presented under § 40-36-17
istegttar-and valid, the claimant shall present an affidavit irwhich-he-shal-state-tinder-oath-the

fectsretevant-thereto stating the relevant facts, including the killing, the place where sueh the

animal waskilled, astatement of the method of killing, and the amount of bounty claimed. Saeh

The affidavit shall beins

the-manner-prescribed-byresotutiorof aform and maintained in a manner prescribed in rule by

the Game, Fish and Parks Commission.
Section 9. That 8 40-36-23 be amended to read as follows:

40-36-23. Thebounty claim, cons sting of the affidavit requiredin 8 40-36-21 and the bounty

coupon, shall then be presented to the Department of Game, Fish and Parkseemmtsston for final

approval or disapproval-anesaehecommisson. Thedepartment shall carefully examinesaehetain

and-alHactsretevant thereto the claim and all relevant factsto determine whether there is any

fraud or irregularity connected with the same; claim and shall make such investigation t+egard

tothe-same-asttmaythttsdiscretion; asit may deem proper.
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Section 10. That § 40-36-24 be amended to read as follows:
40-36-24. In the event of approval of a bounty claim by the Game, Fish and Parks

eommtsston;,sueh Department, the dlaim shall be presented to the state auditor, who shall issue

ks a warrant therefor upon the state predatery animal damage control fund-aneHraH-the-same
tothe-ctarmant.

Section 11. That § 40-36-25 be amended to read as follows:

40-36-25. In the event of disapproval of any bounty clam by the Game, Fish and Parks

m Department the claimant may

appeal within ten days in the manner provided by law.

Section 12. That 8 40-36-26 be amended to read as follows;

40-36-26. It isaClass 2 misdemeanor for any person to exhibit the skin segment of an animal

that waskilled outside of the boundaries of thisstate, or patches of any skin or part of any kin,

for the purpose of defrauding the State of South Dakota, in any manner. It is a Class 2

misdemeanor for any person to attempt to bounty a skin segment from an animal that has died
from natural causes, or that hasbeen killed by agents or empl oyees of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service or any other agency engaged in eradicating predatory animals. Except as

provided in § 40-36-16, it is a Class 2 misdemeanor for any person to hunt, take, or kill

predatory animals without possessing resdent general hunting license, to falsify any bounty

claim, or dlaim a bounty on any skin segment for which a bounty has been paid or refused. It is

a Class 2 misdemeanor for any person to drive, bait, entice, or bring from outside this state, or

to breed or rear coyote for the purpose of procuring bounties. It is a Class 2 misdemeanor for

any person to make false claim for a bounty under this Act.

Section 13. That § 40-36-27 be repealed.
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